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INTRODUCTION 

This is in response to the Office Action mailed on January 12, 2005, which acted on 
pending claims 15-30. Claims 15-17 and 20-30 were rejected, and claims 1 8 and 1 9 were objected to 
as being dependent from a rejected base claim. 
Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. $ 102 

Claimsl5-17,21 and 27-30 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated 
by the English Translation of Japanese 7-78203. Specifically, the Examinerpointed to various elements 
of 7-78203 to satisfy the recited elements of independent claim 1 5, and in so doing stated that "The tape 
roll also comprises a tab (4) having first and second opposite ends, a first side, and a second side opposite 
the first side, and wherein, the second side of the tab is at least partially covered with adhesive because, 
as shown in the drawings, the tab is adhered to the tape surface," and also stated that "The adhesive portion 
of the tab is adhered to the first side of the tape on the penultimate layer of the roll. ..." As explained in 
detail below, 7-78203 does not include this teaching, and does not disclose, teach or suggest the elements 
recited in independent claim 15. 
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